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A Love Letter to Little Free 

Libraries in Lynchburg 

 
Dear Reader, 
 

The Little Free Library movement began in 2009 in 
Hudson, Wisconsin and quickly spread across the 
United States and beyond.1 Here in Lynchburg, I 
began noticing the growth of Little Free Libraries, 
especially this year, when coronavirus prevented in-
person visits to libraries, archives, and museums 
which for me, are like second homes.  
 
COVID-19 coincided with my reading of Spencer’s 
Mountain and The Homecoming, books that became 
source material for Earl Hamner’s television show, 
The Waltons. First published in 1961, Clay-Boy 
(John-Boy on TV) opens a little library at the curve 
of the road which takes on the name “Friendship 
Corner.” Hamner’s books are colorful, dramatic 
stories of life at the foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in the 1930s. Each book that makes its 
way to Friendship Corner is shared with a small, but 

steadfast community of readers. Books have always 
been at the center of American life, whether during 
the Great Depression of the 1930s or the pandemic of 
2020.  
 
Hope you give & get books for Christmas this year! 
Laura Macaluso   

 
1 See www.littlefreelibrary.org for an impressive map of 
100,000 locations around the world.  
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Love in the Library 

 

On the corner of Government and Bay Avenue 

The old doomsday fanatic wore a crown of kudzu 

Sirens where wailing in the gulf coastal heat 

And it seemed like the whole world was in forced 

retreat 

I paid no attention, revolved through the door 

Passed the newspaper rack on the worn marble floor 

Near civil war history my heart skipped a beat 

She was standing on fiction stretched high on bare 

feet 

Love in the library, quiet and cool 

Love in the library, there are no rules 

Surrounded by stories surreal and sublime 

I fell in love in the library once upon a time 

I was the pirate and she was the queen 

Sir Francis and Elizabeth the best there's ever been 

Then she strolled past my table and stopped at the 

stairs 

Then sent me a smile as she reached for Flaubert 

Love in the library, quiet and cool 

Love in the library, there are no rules 

Surrounded by stories surreal and sublime 

I fell in love in the library once upon a time 
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She gathered her books, walked while she read 

Words never spoken but so much was said 

You can read all you want into this rendezvous 

But it's safer than most things that lovers can do 

Well stories have endings and fantasies fade 

The guard by the door starts drawing the shade 

So write your own ending and hope they come true 

For the lovers and strangers on Bay Avenue 

Love in the library, quiet and cool 

Love in the library, there are no rules 

Surrounded by stories surreal and sublime 

I fell in love in the library once upon a time 

 
These are lyrics to the song 
“Love in the Library” written 
by Jimmy Buffett and his long-
time musical partner, “Mac” 
McAnally. Buffett has made no 
secret of his great love for 
American literature, especially 
the works of Samuel 

Langhorne Clemens AKA 
Mark Twain, whose father was 
born in Campbell County. 
 
Check out a Little Free Library 
and be inspired!  
 

As Dr. Seuss wrote, “the more that you read, the 
more things you will know. The more that you 

learn, the more places you’ll go!” 
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List of (some) Lynchburg Little Free Libraries  

 
Parks & Recreation 

❖ 1700 Old Langhorne Road, Ed Page 
Entrance, Black Water Creek Trail 

❖ 2238 Rivermont Avenue, Riverside Park 

 
Schools 

❖ 4641 Locksview Road, Paul Munro 

Elementary School 
❖ 210 Symth Street, Dearington Elementary 

School for Innovation 
❖ 2125 Langhorne Road, Holy Cross School  

 
Churches & Religious Organizations 

❖ 818 Court Street, Unitarian House 
❖ 113 Coffee Road, Boonsboro United 

Methodist Church  

❖ 3522 Campbell Avenue, Unity7Hills  
❖ 1800 Wards Ferry Road, WoodmenLife  

 
Private Homes with Open Libraries 

❖ 1926 Mimosa Drive 
❖ 349 Woodland Avenue 

❖ 305 Mullbury Place 
❖ 1528 Savoy Place 

❖ 3024 Rivermont Avenue 
❖ Between 201 and 220 Belvedere Street 
❖ 19040 Leesville Road, Timbrook  
❖ 603 Old Graves Mill Rd, The Salt Box  

 
Restaurants & Businesses  

❖ 10 9th Street, The Depot Grille 

❖ 1219 Main Street, Community Market  


