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Bird’s eye view of the physical, 
geographical, and emotional 
heart of an American city: the 
New Haven Green.



New Haven Second 
Centennial Medal, 
silver, 1838 , YUAG

Produced for the 200th

anniversary of the founding of 
the English-speaking  Colony of 
New Haven. 

Medal was the first 
commissioned work of public 
art in city history, and was 
produced in copper, bronze, 
and silver.

Image on obverse is religious in 
nature; image on reverse 
demonstrates economic 
prosperity and the relationship 
between town and gown, land 
and water, commerce and 
faith. 

An early example of writing 
“city biography” in visual and 
material culture, which 
continues to this day in public 
monuments and public art. 

*this object is always on display at the New Haven Museum



The Black Panther 
Party at work



Courtroom sketches of Black Panthers by Robert Templeton
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University 



Rally on the New Haven Green in support of the 
Black Panther Party and the New Haven Nine



Solidarity shirt

Donated to Sterling Memorial 
Library in 2013 by Yale alumni, 
Karla Forsythe.

Now part of the May Day Rally 
and Yale Collection, RU 86, Yale 
University Library. 

Mass-produced cotton collared 
button up, short-sleeved shirt. 
Brand is  Van Heusen, silk 
screened with Black Panther 
and Bulldog on back of shirt, 
the word “solidarity” linking 
animal and image together.  

The panther was a revival 
image first created and used in 
Alabama during the Civil Rights 
era. The Bulldog became Yale’s 
official mascot in 1889. 
Together for the first time.



How Solidarity in New 
Haven worked in 1970

The Bulldog, the Black Panther 
and the Alligator* approach 
the New Haven Green from the 
west side of the city, notably 
one of the areas populated by 
African Americans.

The New Haven Green, the 
heart of the city and of the 
original Nine Square Plan, has 
the outline of a pig—symbolic 
of the police and/or any federal 
militaristic presence. 

NOTE: only a few days later, 
violence would lead to the 
death of four students at Kent 
State University by the Ohio 
National Guard. 

*the alligator was the symbol 
of a smaller, lesser known 
organization called the New 
Haven Underground. 



For one moment in time, Yale breaks down the town-gown divide. 





History of Protest
History of Solidarity
History of New Haven

Almost every week in 

New Haven, there is 

some form of protest.



From the academic to the popular

Katro Storm, Black Panther mural, Stetson Branch Library, New Haven, CT, October 2018.  


