“That Which
Contributes Largely

to Our City Pride”

150+ Years of Public Art in New Haven

Laura A. Macaluso, Ph.D. candidate, Humanities, Salve Regina University
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New Haven Green, heart of the Nine Square Plan

Designed in 1639 by Puritan founders of the New Haven Colony; continues to function as
the center of public, educational, commercial, and religious life (the flagpole base features

bas-reliefs sculptures dedicated to soldiers of World War I).




Multiple individuals, organizations and government entities are responsible for placing
public art in New Haven; examples from around the city.




Public Art as City Biography

Hezekiah Auger (obverse) and Ithiel Town (reverse), Second Centennial Medal, silver,
1838, Yale University Art Gallery.




Public Art as City Biography
Bancel LaFarge with Louis Agostini, The Personification of New Haven Receiving
Immigrants and Learning, New Haven Free Public Library, 1936-1937.
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Public Art as City Biography
Path of Stars, Sheila Levrant de Bretteville, Ninth Square, 1994




Public Art as “Usable Past”

Morton Kunstler, Benedict Arnold Demanding the Keys to the Powderhouse, o1l on
canvas, Biagio di Lieto City Hall, New Haven, 1991.



Public Art as “Usable Past”

Bela Pratt, Nathan Hale Monument, bronze on granite base, Old Campus, Yale
University, New Haven, 1911.




Public Art as “Usable Past”

James E. Kelly, Defenders’ Monument, bronze, Defenders’ Square Park, New Haven,
1911.
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Public Art as Social Engineer

Columbus Monument, Roman Bronze Works, Inc., bronze on sandstone and
ogranite base, Wooster Square, New Haven, 1892/1955.



Public Art as Social Engineer

Stanley Bleifeld, Columbus the Evangelizer, bronze on granite, 11’ H, Knights of
Columbus Museum, 2000.



g

Public Art as Social Engineer

Jose Buscaglia, Rodrigo de Triana, bronze and steel, Columbus Family Academy,
New Haven, 2008.



